Where Super Moms Get Their Information!

A Note From Mission Control
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m} Ahh, the holiday rush is on! We have
Mothers of Preschoolers

parties to go to, cards to write, baking to

do and presents to wrap, but we are glad
you took time out to catch up on some
valued MOPS time! One of the greatest
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A World of Good

Today, we will contribute to The

Caring Place.

The mission of The Caring Place is
to serve human needs in George-
town and Northern Williamson
County.

The Caring Place can assist fami-
lies in the following ways:

Financial Assistance: rent, utili-
ties, medical expenses, temporary
shelter, transportation, other.

Non-financial Assistance: food,

clothing and household items.

Feeding Programs: Fresh Food for
Families and Hope

Annuals Programs: Coats for Kids,
Thanksgiving and Christmas food
distribution.

The need is great. Every day, staff
and volunteers help get people
back on their feet with the basics
of life: food, shelter and clothing.

www.caringplacetx.org

Give, and it will be given to you. A

good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over,

will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will

be measured to you. Luke 6:38

Cosmic Cuisine: Simple, Spectacular Dishes

-8

Candy Cane Bark
Ingredients

6 0z chopped chocolate -
flavor candy coating .
3 0z chopped milk chocolate bar

6 oz chopped vanilla -flavor candy coating
3 0z chopped white chocolate baking
squares

1/4 cup crushed peppermint candy canes
Directions

1. Line a large baking sheet with foil. In a

small, heavy saucepan, melt chocolate -
flavor candy coating and milk chocolate
bar, stirring over low heat until smooth.
Pour onto baking sheet and spread into a
10x8 -inch rectangle; set aside.

2. In another small, heavy saucepan,
melt vanilla -flavor candy coating and
white chocolate baking squares, stirring
over low heat until smooth.

3. Slowly pour white mixture over choco-
late mixture on baking sheet. With a thin

spatula, swirl white mixture into choco-
late mixture. Shake baking sheet gently
for even thickness.

4. Sprinkle with crushed candy canes.
Chill 30 minutes or until firm. Use foil to
lift candy from baking sheet; break candy
into pieces. Makes 1  -1/4 pounds.

To Store: Layer pieces between waxed
paper in an airtight container; cover.
Store in refrigerator up to 3 days. Serve

at room temperatu re. Courtesy of rachaelray.com

Space Craft: Fun Crafts for the Kiddo

Hand Print Holiday Wreath

Materials

Green, red and white foam or con-
struction paper, a marker, scis-
sors, glue and a paper plate.

Instructions

Start by tracing yc
(use this hand as a template).

Cut the hands out.

Cut strips of red foam out then,
have your child snip the strips into
smaller pieces (these will become
the berries).

Cut out the inside of the plate.
Add glue to it and add your hands.
Add glue for the red berries.

Add the kid

Let dry i remember parchment
paper and a heavy book will do the
trick if your foam

-cut berries.

Add a ribbon and hang up!

BOOKS:

How Santa Got His Job
Krensky

by Stephen

The Night Before
Christmas Board Book by Clement
C Moore and illustrated by Bruce

timeforflashcards.com

First Baptist Church Georgetown MOPS
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Little Dippers

During our December meeting,
our Moppets will learn about
the story of Christmas!

MOPPETS Reminders:
* Please remember to label all
belongings (including bottles
and cups) and make us aware of

any allergies or special circum-
stances.

*The number of MOPPETS vol-
unteers is determinant upon the
number of children attending
MOPPETS. If you will not be
able to attend a meeting please
inform your DGL or registrar
Ange ( ange_cougar@yahoo.com

or (512) 983 -1415) as soon as
possible (even last minute is ap-
preciated!) so we may ensure

the appropriate number of vol-
unteers is available for child-
care.

*If you have an infant that is
currently under 4mos. of age
who is attending the
meetings with you,
please contact Ange

prior to  enrolling
them in the MOPPETS
program.

Light Years Ahead:

Wisdom From Our Mentors

W HAT HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  HAVE
YOU ESTABLISHED  WITHIN  YOUR
FAMILY TO MAKE YOU FEEL CON-
NECTED ?

In our current world of holiday
trees and Santa Claus, | run eve-
rything past "Jesus is the reason
for the season." We set up the
nativity scene FIRST when we
begin decorating - talking about
each person and each animal in
the scene. | feel it's very impor-
tant to have a non breakable set
that you can put down for little
fingers to play with. One of my
most precious memories is my
grandson acting out the entire
story - hopping the wise men
across the coffee table and put-
ting all the animals in the stable

- he always put the cow on top of
the roof for some reason!

Giving not getting is also another
key tradition. Not asking children
"what do you want from Santa"
asking "what are you giving your
mommy or baby sister" and dis-
cussing ways of

g i Wiem @ Dindha t

monetary. Helping mom pick up
toys or bake cookies, helping a
younger sibling play a game.
making something for someone
special. And as parents, always
finding ways to give outside the
family - through church giving

at First Baptist Church George-
town our wonderful Merry Christ-
mas with Love has a myriad of
ways to give back to the commu-
nity to needy families - or maybe
someone in your neighborhood
or school - whoever God places
on your heart. Teaching children
how to give joyfully to others is a
lifelong gift.

With that as the emphasis, the
pressure is taken off to make the

house decorations perfect and to
"do" all the activities and busy-
ness and buy buy buy that
leaves us all exhausted on Dec
26. What truly honors Jesus
Christ - what puts Him first

when we do that personally, we
pass that tradition on to our chil-

arenot

We keep it pretty simple at
Christmas. We attend the
Christmas Eve service at church
and when we return home, my
husband reads the Christmas
story from the Bible and we say
what we are thankful for. o0 Cindy

| tried to start a few things like
Dad reading the Christmas story,
and nothing ever stuck. And |
got tired of MAKING people help
me decorate the tree. (Boys
over the age of 13 just don't en-
joyit)  We have extended family
in TX and KY and have spent
most Christmases trying to see
and please too many people who
are scattered too far apart. If
you ask my kids what the StClair
Christmas tradition is, they will
say, "Being in the van for hours!"

So, we may be the 'what not to

do' example of holiday tradi-
tions. All that being said, we still
love Christmas at my house. So
even the tradition -less can have
a Merry Christmas: -)& Martha

First Baptist Church Georgetown MOPS
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Navigating True North

A Christmas To  -Do List
by Mark Mitchell, with JoHannah Reardon

So often in the Christmas story, we focus
on the main characters: Mary, Joseph,
and, of course, Jesus. But through the
short account in Luke 2:8
learn from the shepherds four things that
should make the top of our to
Christmas.

Believe

The angels announced in spectacular
fashion that the Messiah had been born.
As soon as the angels left, the shepherds
looked at each other and said: What are
we waiting for? Let's go straight to Beth-
lehem and see this thing that has hap-
pened.

There is no debate. There is no procrasti-
nation. They don't decide to sleep on it.
They don't go to the local library for re-
search. They just believe it. That's faith.
Scripture says that without faith it's im-
possible to please God. The angel said,
"Peace on earth among people with
whom he is pleased.” Who is that? It's
those who respond to God's gift through
faith. Scripture says, "For by grace you
are saved, through

Faith means you say yes to all that God
did through Christ. Yes, he is the Savior
of the world. Yes, he came to die for my
sins. Yes, through him | find forgiveness
and new life. Yes, | want to follow Christ
as Lord. Faith isn't a spectator sport; it's
an active embracing of all that God has

f

-20, we can

-do list this

ai

promised in Christ.

Obey

The shepherds did exactly as they were
told. We sometimes think of Christmas
as a tame holiday. We think of sweet
little baby Jesus asleep on a bed of hay.
Everyone loves that because it's so in-
nocuous and safe. But Christmas isn't
safe! That baby is the King of kings and

the Lord of lords. He has come to usher
in a kingdom that rivals the kingdom of

self. That's threatening. He bids those
who would follow him to take up their

cross daily & to lay aside our own right to
rule ourselves, to surrender to his rule.

The world loves to celebrate the birth of
Christ, but they hate to obey him as the

Lord of their lives. Everyone wants to
keep Christ in the manger. But the man-

ger is meaningless apart from the Cross.
As one writer put it many years ago:
"This little babe, so few days old, is come
to rifle Satan's fold; all hell doth at his

presence quake, though he himself for
cold does shake." Christmas is a time for
obedience.

Tell

"When the shepherds arrived in Bethle-
hem and saw the child lying in the feed
trough, "they spread the word concern-
ing what had been told them about this
child." They weren't preachers; they
weren't missionaries, but that didn't
matter. They had heard and seen some-
thing that meant salvation for the whole

world.

Christmas trees, eggnog, and exchang-
ing of gifts are fine, but if we do all that

stuff but don't talk about Jesus
to speak of the real meaning of it all; if

we neglect to tell someone that this child

was born as Savior and Lord, that he
was sent by God to die on the Cross to
purchase with royal blood our own deliv-

erance from sin, death, and the devil; if

we neglect to publish that abroad, we've

failed to do Christmas right.

The angel said that this is good news of
great joy which shall be for all the peo-
ple. Share the joy.

Experience

The shepherds were overwhelmed at the
angel's announcement. They experi-
enced holy wonder.

How can you engage in holy wonder?
Maybe that means you stop in the mid-

dle of your shopping, sit down, and read

the Christmas story. Maybe that means
you gather your children around a Nativ-

ity scene each night and unwrap a differ-

ent piece and talk about the role it plays

in the Christmas story. Maybe that
means you wake up early one morning
and find a place you can watch the sun
rise as you meditate on Luke 1:79.

The work of holy wonder is treasuring
and pondering the fact that God invaded
planet Earth on a perilous rescue mis-
sion. Amidst all the activity, stop and
treasure all these things. Ponder them in
your heart. Engage in some holy wonder.

Launch Dates

Happy Birthday:
Dec 2 Jaime Nicole Ferguson

Dec 6 Kelly Sundberg
Dec 9 Tanya McLamb
Dec 11 Kaye Arnold &

Sharla Barefield

Dec 21 Amber Richardson
Dec 22 Becca Graves
Dec 23 Judy Duncan

Dec 24 Melanie White
Dec 28 Patricia Flenniken

-é§.§(§

Happy Anniversary:
Dec 27 Nicole & Steve Pazak
Dec 28 Katie & Bill Seiss

Look Whoos
*Please pray for ex-
pecting moms and for
moms trying to con-
ceive.

Becky Howard EDD 12/24/2009
Kathryn Stacer EDD 01/25/2010
Cassie Isaacson EDD 04/01/2010
Ange Blankenship EDD
04/10/2010

E x pe cwho was born on

New Arrivals:

sweet
Schroeder,

Welcome
Wesley

baby Hank

November 11th!
Congratulations  to
Ashley and family!

Miss a Meeting?

Visit mopsgeorgetown.com/Newsletters
for a copy of our latest newsletter.

First Baptist Church Georgetown MOPS
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¥+ THE NUTCRACKER****
performed by Ballet Austin
December 5th thru December 23rd
Long Center for the Performing Arts 3 N
701 W. Riverside Dr.
Call 476 -2163 or balletaustin.org ZILKER TREE HOLIDAY  FESTIVAL
E w | December 6th I 31st , Beginning at dusk
KXAN Holiday Lights Zilker Tree Lit Nightly
kxan.com, lower right -hand corner for map .
Visit the best holiday lights, from Austin to GT & 16 unique December 13th -21st, 6:00 pm i 10 pm ,
residential and city lights (note #10 & #11 should reflect zip Zilker Tree Holiday Festival Event Nights ,
grounds; nightly community -based entertainment; a
feature concert December 21st (NOTE: previously
noted for December 16); Sant a

office; and, nightly food, beverage and arts & crafts
vending.

December 21st, 8:30 pm

Asleep at the Wheel & Friends Holiday Sing
-a-Long . Special thanks to a generous donation
from the musicians, the Austin Parks and Recreation
Department is proud to be able to present this free
night of music in the park. Come early at 7:00 pm
and enjoy Rosie Flores for some early entertainment.
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